
GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE
nisheo for tue rep.su t.t t:..s sec;ioa. I trodi farther recom.
merid t.iat sectu ti 2 t f the said act bo so anu-nde- es to limit
the expenditures 1" r repairs ia any one vear to $10.0(0, i:csd

;of $25.lK) a now Used by law, and that the balance d::e n ice
'lease, after deducting the nmi thus cxr-evd- , Lo r..':d IzUt the
j treasury t the credit of the g, nciai fund. Tuo sum of
; $33,420.00 is nadir thccer.trac: wiih tie I.cs res, due nnnnalir
j until its exr-irau-- m l,t Ji,auaiy, l.S7. TLe coi:u. 11 s-- il
treatment o: the s confined' iu the wa".: lu-- under ti.o

isu.rvcifca.-- of the S.:pi.::ut.rdint has bet-1- uniformly gx.i. I
; recrt to howevtr, tluit rep rt 1 ae nr..hd n"c of" iufcu- -

I X-- j
lL J W

. n

Mississippi, Wednesday, January 9, 1884. No.

Saperiatecdent of Public Elucaiioa, whsapabliilisi. f'tr stati-- : ttugbt cookiag, ordinary housework, and plaia wxrins, catUu
for the last two veari. , 'and fitting.

cxirtESiTT of srssissrFn i Thc institnttoa vras-founJ- a&l is carefully supervised br
Tbi old MtabU3hed iastitutioa of learuin ooniiaue to erow!Le me Mn 5 ,"ana uisoursea a vast sum 01 hiobct iu tuc ujvii ji,tlnin. ftf the Urei Voth of tb. &uth. and

Cii!niM of" L- - S lit4 1 JliHf of

The twi jnr wliic'a hive alspul t'.nu tbi last lOiHiugof
tha L''ulitjr l.tve b:c l chira-terLi- in oar domestic b'f.or
b fi prtjifjl wjrltiog of w-- it orisrsl rvera-n;at- , alula-Utera- d

with fl lIIty in ail iu braa:ae. Tai aip'jauoaj, tbt
oaty ail 3 thrift of tbt pop'. hava hai fraa Jop and

bar bifai !il frai'. Toor it gradfinr vii3ce that tba
moral ajiniiei of gara'. aljiatiai aaJ reLgiou teaching bara
dipl.tvJ injriui aativity, ail hiva'baaa rewarded by a

:l.ly widsalnj in3.ua: Tutra it perceptible a growing
in liviljl proipirity, merited by at aattrpriaai aai otasr tart
ladieatioo of amflieac it) tbt fjtira.

W bira Bi. aicipai cilatniti, which bar temporarily
rcttMisl ojr yt w tufa enjoyed eompantaiiag
blnin,'i ia a rmtiir larg tbi'. tbat il liou'd totpira u

with fj!In of prj.Vjal grv.i'.il tivrard tua Oivar of all
fjad.

Y.j ara a u'!J agraia'ly t tha provialeoi ot tba funda-maat-

law at lha sovereign power io tba common wea It b, (

naut uie liat at io jour judgment will promota intelligence,
virtu and induitry. It thould ba boru io mind tbat it it tha
Httle wbiu'i pottoU individual rights of pertont an 1 property,
aa I up ii its It si 1 a l:a:nitrliua tba proipjrity ail bappi-ai-

of ihe pjIj chiefly dapanl, t far a they ara dapeoatat
aa g jTrotu jut. Tua g vramnt of tba United Suite louche
tba miasea at vary fw point aaJ acarat thTi but little at
atfjctin tbair bjainn affair and vrv day lifa. It it to tba
): all mjt loA fr protection ia Ufa, liberty au I property.

Iii ii a I io an i thwi r d j ad oinl tra'.iou wa ara nuinly inter-n'-

I. Tiitnf ,rt, it bjlurei ail oa wb .a rmU tha grave respon-
sibility of legialu ing lo bur ia tain I taa vast interests cinSJel
i tum, anl t Uealvvvthi grj.itut ctra up ia them, fnjrj is

lirigir oft inn oh legislation. Ciiarige is n t alway improve-
ment. A ii not th bait with wbicb thjseojnoernalaM familiar
it bjttar f t tjoia'y tbtu froq mnt ch in'3),in tha h jpj of i.nproV
iug tha TU it it praitwrlb contorvatitrn wbtob clin'4
t what it until an ired of t!nslhiag bettor br which to tub-tlittit-

it. L'jrt liotf and ttabili'.y io tlat'j'at are of the utui Mt

iiu;i iriaucr ta the well being of all affected bj tbern. Nj ttatuta
should liacLange 1 unUt it it dffeotire, aua whea amended it
th'iuld be dona carofillr and plainly, t' at t leave n-- i doubt at
to tha Ifgiilative will. It fjmetimnt happen that an
aiiirdnicnt mnlcai doubtful or wholly defeata the reil lei-U-- li

t a pnrp'a. A well-- ioaived statute my fail to elfict tba
biim1 drtijned and may d potitiva injury by hot being properly
framed aud wll aipred. Kverytbing connected with tba
j in p irtaut biitiiimM of leitlatioii thould re done deliheratoly
an I in iflcr. Hxtty and rrudu Icitlation it the bane of aM:inty.
Hurried an.vtmfmt near tba idoto of tba tetiiou are fall f
mittdiinf and hiixnnl mu'h aril. Clerk without time to enroll
eirrT!ily, and u.irollin rouirnlttMa without opportunity t

verity, may innke .vl work of important legiilatioti.
The grave inntUirt of pitlatin then Id not be dcliivrd to Hn

raliu--l through in tha expiring dayt of the tesnion. Time thouM
ba alfirdud f r every one en;iged in the high function of lobu-
lation t Kfiturely, aud with care conuneaurato with itt toienin
aalura, perform hi duty. The (Joiiitl'utioa Q inteniplatt-- a (h:U
Ike Kxeoullva t'tnll have five d.ij during the tnition to o

evtry bill patted by the two Houtnt. Thit it to aT.ml
tire fir eiamintition, but in prM-tin- the (ivernor it oallod

epon to at i i I'm Iut f;w d ivt of thi t wlai on a greater n inr
r af billt than h can pmibly rea l ha-ttil- in that time.

mAVIAl.
The reprtt of the Auditor of Public Awountt and State

Trsurer, will give you a detailed ttatement of the Financiul
trantartinn f ir th? pat two year. It - ilcti r.iblo th it thetu
reHrt iihould bo pulili'ilied in advance i f tho meeting of thn
Lej'mlature in ord'-- that the tjovernor might have time to
rarel'ullv eiatnin-- them and mature hi recommendation. It
it eHV'ialiv iinprtnnt that they thould be in your hand at the
beginning of the eioti for reii in that are apparent. H it a
the K'nl yenr iloe not end until the fir.-- t day of January, it it
impntiilile for the oIK rr t- t ihmit their report. until you
have Imtii in n4ioii una week. I therefore, re:;m'iiend tli.it
the fnral year be chunked to the lt day of or mich
ether time a ill ohviato the difficulty mentioned.

The Auditnr' report how the valuation of th priierty in
lha Siate to be n follow :

For !, r"1 r i? St las 23V'

Tot, I . j i j e.of.rtw
fer IW, rnltv
fur HH.I, Tnnill .. 'III "U J)'?.v! ni

Total $ 12,7-j4,W-

The aeriient fur ll howan increais of $20,."."i(J,2"J7 over
lb vahiutioii in 1S7'J, when the land waa lut a.eed. When i.
it ranimhired that faotorie. many nw railroad, and other
pr ipertie arj et-mp- t fr.i:n taxation, tbi inirea.i in lic.it ei aa
aeiiiition of woiHh that it with tut parallel in the bittory of
Ihe State.

Tha following extract from the alva'ica theet of the Troa-Drar- 't

renort f r tha veart and 1HU will terve to thow the
utral bnaacial com on of ibe fUH at theclote of the proveut

fltt-a- l rear :

Bscwrr.
TW m-ip- t l..f I 1 .$ k770,919 Si
T rwuit (or 1 11
I h bnl.i iM in rurT, Jo. I, IihJ M10o M

T.t.l ..$2.lKi2,:iO io
HIWUl'HHICXttlT.

Tt d'niiiimrniriil f.ir ..$1,057,441 05
The iiialtirmnl for IKil. . 8:5.4iW W
tjalk bilaovj in ill tr.uiifT, Jan. I Its I . lrtS.US'J C'J

Toi.l ,.$i,062,U3a

iMHtltTKHNF. nr THU tTATK.

1iirk.w S. l.,,l Kund $ 815,709 71
( liu kiauw S hcil KunJ luU-rm- t 10,876 13

('mniin Kuml, ulJ ttfouul M 817,040 4
IViuna in S hciol KuiiJ IiiatribuliTt 12.1, 1 3! 10
Vaaiinary Fund, ntiiinl l'nirrily o( MimiMippi 64 1.001 2J
WarrnUi hiltAiiilinf SO. 1 73 l9
(ariitii'atra of ImMitmlnvaa )uutinlin( 2555 00
il It.m U Svrir "U," pl line ml not prantl 100.) 00

MlMimippi Knur I'rr Out. Ilomla tin Jan l, 218.000 00
Agricultural (.'..ll.-if- Bonda title Jan. I, Is'HS 227.1 0 00
Ituireal H Pr I'vnt. State Bond, put due and nut prt--

iMnUil 3V0 00
Ltopoaila br luaiiriinit t'oinpanimi, I urrwior not includrd ia

I tail Hi Inner .' 00,000 00
Rilmil T fur Iilriliution 7.2u:l 21

Iwnanp Land Fue l 8S.S37 2S

Ttl $,974,S32 0

Frap-ip- r u I ir'Lvi.linj of th . hua v of the State il it
aac try 1 1 d l.i fr rn th j ah iv .i th dsSt at are by their
term prmtie it ai I nver t b - pii I. h il form the Wi for
psriixlical interct payment, vit:
f1iirk.a.iw S, hod Fund 71

rVmintry Fund J4l,0fil 2;t $l,3-"9,77- 4

R.ilanr $1.(I1K,01 It
Il i ecear l lo )rlii'l the Common School

Fend. Old Aivnunt, fer Ihe re.a thai the
wnalilntinnitl proriaion nmltr whirh it artt
hat kern amcndnl an aa to Krompliah the pur-pr-at

for whirh il waa raianl in a diflV-rrn- t and
mart (Trtiil w .9)17,(146 44

Tttlani-- e $797,414 M
Fv ym the balance nmat b notd Ihe amount

Vol. Xlvii. Jackson,
vear 18S3, t29,T72 61, aad Lrtbe three years and a half he La
Laid the of5?e, bit c diectiocs tf rcveuuj improper! "

v vritbheli , tics
tbow a total of I100.S03 .34.

J L.QOHaTiNO LETEr coMXis.ios es.
I

La ier an Act of tbLeg.?la.ura approved. Marca i. ,- - -

j ia
j tbe Liquidating Levee Cmiui-'ioar- t reported that tuScieot
I fundi bad been d to div off and liouidjie the entira lerea
debt, but that on JIir:b 1 'J, 13, tbav were eniiinel bv the"!... . .t L' l,"l '
jiBiupnjs unci iciourg luiurxi.l Company from jiayinj out
any of tbe mouey rtccivei fr w said ct.upany"t'.T taxes on bonda Tae

j iu the coimtitf of Sliiirkev, Waihiugton. B!ivar, for
jTuni.-a-

, Qjitnian and Cahoma, amjuntiu; to $3S,9')0 in
vrbich tuil i tif.w jndinj in tbe Cbaucerr Court of Hinds of
county.

J With ut the iim t'.rjj enjorned thev bad not sufficient
fuodt on the firat Miuday of Jannary, 1S!53, to pay off ibe
debt. 1'or tbtte reasons I did not wake proclamation, as re-

quired
245

under the Act ubove ailuded to. I have recently been in
informed that euSicieut fund are ia tbe banlt of the Commis-- .
tiouert to pav off the debt without the amount enjoined iu their
hand, and I n v aubmit the matter to tha L?s;ij!ature for to
tucli further direction as they may si--a fit to uake in tbi are
preniisv. tbe

COMMIaSlONXIt OF IMMIGHATIOX.
I cnnri it too highly commend tha labou of thit depiirtnient,

iin l I trunl tli tl tli.i i'jbii-!ic- 'l report of the Comruis.'-ioue- r will
find itt way int tins ha:ids of o:ir m s; thoughtful people. It at

j
I in been the means of removing the f'alje notions entertained
about our toil, tliiinte aud reurc-.j- , and the moral and reli- -

gious tta'us of our people, and has done much by publishing the
truth to the w nld toward cementiu the trrowiu' frieudshin
between the sectioi s. It ha. secured many thrifty immigrants
from the North and West, who intro Iucj improved methods ques
and new industries f r th? adoption ff our people, aud soon
become thetn-'e- l ves nnn-- t etlicient agents for tbe advertisement of

j tbe ttate. It lus secured large investments of foreign capi'ai a
iu State lands, not for the purpose of speculation, as soma sup- -

pose, but wi'h the view, in shown by published correspondence,
of developing improving them. and

j The efficient ("ommisioner has been indefatigable in bis efforts has
lo carrying out tho scheme of th; L irislatuip, and I utihesi-'tatinl- of

prornuincj bi n tlioroiigli and ch"u:ien'. iu all things con-- ,

tifcti I with his responsible position. If he is sustained, as bis
rau.se and labors deserve. I rherisli the hope that very soon we and
will ba brought to realize by actual enjoyment the benefits of Tbe

j immigration. I trust that in your deliberations upon this suli-jjd.- t, fir
wisa c urns 1 and soli'-- r second thought nitty prevail, and

that to far from undoing you hoc proper to cordially adopt of
j and improva the wo k of tha Legislature of lHSi. the

I. AMs.
By act of 0 Higres approve 1 8 ptember 25th. 1550, the

ever:tl States were grafted all the swamp and overflowed land. this
within their limits. I'ader this a't Mississippi has received
at various times, nearly 3,'):)d,0')0 acres of land. During the

j past two ycnrs the Commissioner of Swamp Iunds has sold
(about 121,')!7 acres, fir which about ?'$), 75U 45 has been paid
into the treasury und-- tho requirements of an act of the Legis
l.iture approved February 21, 177. Thi.s d es note-nbrac- the

'

rale of lands claimed by the I'earl Uiver Navigation and Im-- j

provement Company, lu ruinafter referred to. There remains now
untold of tho land.! patented to the State prior to June, 18X2,
about 4 ),')) ) utcs. The law requires this land to bo sold for

j not les than 25 cents per acre, but dooming this price insuf-- j in
fi'Mcn", I instrue'ed the Commissioner iu June, not to sell,

land no sales have boen tuade sinee that date.
Under an aet of Congress1 appr ived September 4, 1841, 160

503,00.) acres of land were granted to Mississippi for purposes ot
Internal Improvement, and by act of the Legislature approved
March 4, 1H7.H, the prico of this land was fised at ,)U cents per
acrn. During the iast two veart, the Commissioner of Swamp and
Ltnds hn sold 455 (i ) acres of this land, and the Treaurer has
received 8227 50 tlurcfor. There now remains to b." sol 1 ab nit tho
20,000 acre.

Oa the lit. i day of January, I directed John M, Smvlic, the
U-q- ., to proceed to Washington City, and to carry into effect
the requirements ot an net ol the legislature, approved Fcbru - jbeen
ary 21, 18S0, by presenting t e claim of the State for lands and
indomni'v. After viril'ying this claim br comparison with the
record, the department has forwarded to me patents for about
109,000 acres, nu 1 has appointed a special agent to viit and ex-- j
amine the lands upon which in lemiiity was claimed by the State,
ami also to receive the te-:i- my ot saeti witnesses as the
Commissioner might produce. Under the requirements of regu-
lations

and
issue I by the Department of the Interior, sinca that

lime there lias bryn cijatjiined about 817,000 of Indemnity
claims, and the testimony establishing the claims has lieen ap-
proved

of
by me and forwarded to Washington City. It is impossi-

ble to estimate with accuracy the amount of the.-- e claims, but and
it is very large, and under the regulations d by the of
Department of the Interior, to perfect them will require time,
I dnr and expense.

The Commissioner l:as expended upon this en ire work, while
in Washington Citv, and in examining the lands for which in- -

jdemnityt claimed, the sura ot 0. Thews expenditures
hvc been made with my approval, as provided by an aet ap
proved February 21st. 1.380.

By an net of the Legislature entitled "An aet to incorporate
the 1'ei.rl Itiver Navigation ami Improvement Company," which
became a law by operation of the Constitution April 8, 1871,
sa'd company received a giant of about 120, 00J acres of swamp
and ovtrfl wed lands lying in the o mtitio bordering on Pearl
river. The company never paid a dollar for these lands. The
purchasers through it have for veins asserted their title. I am
impressed with the belief that the Siate has never beea divested
of her title by the pretended sale twelvo years ago, and that
this corporation was to all intents and purposes a fraud. I so
advised the Commissioner of Swamp and Lands, aud
he ottered for sale under my (iirei'tious, ana has in tact sold
5o,2.) aO acres, tor w.nc.i the State his e l $13,431,12.

From a statement ren lere 1 me bv the 'jmptroller of the of
Treasury of the two and three p?rcent. funds, no part of which
has been paid into the treasury since June 30, 1870, when it
$rt,014.H J was rjceived, it ap;strs that ab mt $25,0)) is uow due
the S ate. I am advised that this amount and all further sums
accruing from this fund will be credited on tho balance of a
claim alleged to be due from ihe State of Mississippi to the
United Statu on account of a direct tax imposed upon the
several State by aet of Congress approved in 1861, which
amounts to 8413.1.S4, credited by 02,OJJ, which has no d.ubt
accumulated to tne :ate irom Oiti rent s mre;s. 1112 action ot
the Comptrol'er of the Treasury in insis'ing on the set-of- f, and
retaining this fund, iin niv opinion illegal. I recommend that
you take such steps as w ill cause this money to be paid into th
S ate Treasury.

There has b en made iu the United States Ltnd Office since

January 1, 138.', abmt "2505 Homestead entries, embracing
me 200,000 acres, 53) finii proofs and 1733 cash entries, em-

bracing 450,000 acrps, making a total of about 740,000 acres
disposed of bv tbe General Government.

There have been purchased and redeemed through the Audi-
tor' office during the past two years 461.713 acres of land,
heretofore sold for taxe', for which the Suite has received
20.509,10, and the counties 55,043,37. There remaius un-

told about 700,00) acres.
Of the Chickasaw School Lands there remains for sale by the

Secretary of State, at six dollars er acre, about 34,000 acres;
only 80 acres have been sold in the last two years. I respect-
fully renew tbe recommendation of my worthy predecessor
that the price of these lands be reduced, and that they be trans
ferred to the office of t. ommissioner of Swamp lianas for sale.

Since the admission of tho State into the Union many island
have made their appearance from time to time along the Gulf I

Ccast. It has been decided bv tbe supreme Court of the united
. " .n .i .i t ff.iri .- -l - .i S.. 1.. t

j ates mat lanus oi tuis uescripnon oetoug io tneotates, out as
no provision has been made for their disposition the Commis-
sioner of Swamp Linds has been unable to soil. I recommend
that provision be made for the survey aud sale of those lands at
a minimum price at public outcry.

On the admission of Mississ'ppi into the Union one thirty-sixt- h

of the entire domain was granted to the State for school

purposes. Ia many instances where the townships are frac-

tional no selection has b?en made, and in other cases where the
title to the sixteenth section had pas ed from the government to
individual.-- , other lands have not been set apart in lien thereof,
as provided by law. Tbe Legislature should take step to have
these selections made and counrmei to the state.

EDUCATION.

It affords me pleasure to be able to state that the cause of
education is at present receiving more attention in Mississippi
than at any foimer period of her history. The evident desire
to improve the public school system is unmistakable, as is
evinced by an increase in the levy for school purposes in most
of the counties, and a desire to extend the minimum term pre-
scribed by the Constitution. The average attendauca for 188J
and 153 was largely in excess of that of any previous years since
ine inaugurate oi tne system. Aeacrt.ng m puoac scnoois
tin imnmrivl onrt hi ia rln in na- -t to th inlrnHnotmn nf" . , . " r rtavhan ina'itiitpa in many enuntie whprr.ni ti,.hon hira
profited by the knowledge and experience of others. Teaching I

is becoming more ot a profession with us, and hence more pre
paration is made tor the position of teacher.

Great Inteiest is being manifeed in the State Teachers As- -

laociatiou, which has been oiganized in this State, and therecen
meeting of thia body in this city was largely attended by dis--

tinguished educators of both sexes, and many able and interest-- j
ing paper were read, which I would commend to the perusal

land consideration of all members who are desirous of ad vane- -

ing tne cause oi education in general, ana ot perteenng the
present system of free schools. The present school law was
discussed at length, and a number of amendments... weie pro,1, 11. i a - m

poseaana enaorsea oy tae .v?soc union, wutca a conference com-
mittee ia directed to lay before your body. It is propsr ta state
that leathers are peculiarly qualified to pass judgment on the
school law, and their recemmendatiocs with reference to it
should be given corresponding weight.

j AThe people of this State have assumed the obligation of af--i
fording all eduable children in the State, of both races and

r at m nla 1 ,..! Oiai l.ti ithr iimrd vrrmirt anhftnl r.O .. . .-- "r" "..., - uuii
fre of charge, and any laws you may enact looking to the
mora effectual and less expensive discharge of this obligation
will rir my beerfy annrnral. - - -

Tbe seholartic Tear does not close until the first day of Jann- -

'arr, and for thi reason I muit refer von to the report cf th

m .11 treatment ot eunvio: 1 a .U11 iritis kt to s oul
lam i...p-eav- d with the nutb cf the rvtx r s. It IS !. r.rkd.

I and I fear with truth, that iW convict hava Wen c r. e.lcd
; tu aoino instances, t. at msLt in the rain, ci.d to sica
witheut shelter. Under soct.cn S of an act approved March 'J,
IS62, it was made the duty i f 1! e r.icmlxrs i f ti e vf
.Supervisors to viit tho cvnvi.-- t camj s iu iLxir fevcrai d s licts
at Las' ouec a moiuh tun! rcp rt cf the sun:c, Lich rept.it
was to U: delivered lv the clerk ol the B. ntd f er is rs at
the-- rest term f the Circuit CVrrt t the Dist.-ic- A'
who was required to preset.! it t llie giaud jry. 'i I e ccst if
this strvicc, ut.nltr tec. 4 if tiic sa-.- net, 1.: s Kcnaku:
ilWOAO. The t.--c jnency f tho con pVur.s sr.d t' e t! at
no couvictio js !.;tvo been LaJ, would setru to ind'ea'o t'. a! ii Is
has a useless exfondittr of uiouty, nt.d that the suri.co
has been Alter giving iLe subject came corsiilor-atiot- i,

I am vt tl.e opior.i-- n tint this duty, so far at leust rs il
relate te the iiitpoction if Stat convict can-ps-

. sl ou'd Le

imposed ou tbe Superintendent if the Penitentiary. I do, tin
rccommund that be rtquirid visit each ramp in the

State at least once a month, r.nd i f cr.cr if directed by tla
Governor, and be authorized,-o- discovering any vi.'iatkn if
the law in respect to the trutttucnt if convicts, to have the
same forthwith returned to the Penitentiary at the expense of
the Leasees. It is due the Li-- set tj say that no charge of iil
treatiseui or true.lv Las ever bern nude against iLim, bi.t
occur w i Ii sub-lose- after tl.e convicts pas int 1 l.itir custody.
It is useless to rely c-- j the penalties imposed by tho ait ap-

proved March 0, 1S.S2, entitled "aa aet to piovide a.-a:i-:;

the maltreatment of convict.--.- "' An ample appnj riati.n should
be made to enable ibe S ij c i ;ti ndent to discharge this duty.
The picse-.i-

t efficient S.i; ei iul :nde:it i.a ftequentiy cxrrc?ed
a desire to inspect these convict camps, but there was 1:0 pro-
vision male by the l;it to defray his expense?,
aad bo was without authority, in ad.liti n, to accomplish tuy
good. Il is needless to s.iy that any legislation, w hethcr in
coinformity vi h tlnsj ree omii:eu!aliins or not, which will ra-f.r- oi

tho abuses knovtii to exist, will roeive my bear y ap-
proval aud . f

Experience and observation have confirmed me iu the opiuicn
expressed in my Inaugural Address two year ago a to the poiiey
of leasing ihe Pe.iiieniuiry.

COIXTY CONVICTS.

Thfl.tv in relation tj prisoners in comity jails woe'd seem t
admit i no improvement, 1't every provliio.i is made for ihe
security and comfort cf the prii-or.er- cttnpat bio with their
conditi-ia- which thi ing?:niity i f a humane and enlightened
Legislature could devi-c- . I invite your careful ronidera ion
of an aet untitled ''an aet in reintion t. prisoners in a cuunty
jail," chapter 70, Cub 1SS ). anil an act atnen!.ttry thereof.
entitled an aet providing f r the of pnioner 1:1

county jails, in certain rases, and for other purposes," approved
March 9, laS2. It will be seen that no detail, however small,
linsesrapedtlteatteiiii.nl of the Legislature, which is alway
swift to detect where it do-'- not anticipate abuses, and to pro-
vide for their prevention and correction. I regret that, notw ith-

standing this exceeding caution, abuses are known to exist.
Complaint is made that tho prisoners are overworkc-- aud
unfed; thatafter sentenco they are hurried (T iy the contractor
wi:hout being atT. r.lcd the opportunity which the lair allows for
the payment nf fines and tw s; that they are frequently de-
tained after the expiration of the t rm of their ci:iii.ie:neut, or
when tho fine and costs l.ave been paid, and that they ara
charged with medical attention anil flocked" f r los of time)
occaeioncd bv siikaes superinduced, iu uiauv case 4, by bad
treatment. Tho perpetration of these outrage wih imt unity
emphasize the faut that cheeks and safeguards are mullij lied in
vain whero tht ro i not a politic sntimtnt to coerce flicer in
the performance of the duties with which the? nro charged.
You may pile statute upon statute, and double the p nahies,
and after all fir the eiit'orceuii nt of the law yon mut rely itp.nthis public sentiment. With more confidence in the m ra! and
intellectual elevation of the peop'e than in any law you ran
frame, I would yet reconnm nd the fnllowing Bti:endooo:s to
existi.ig statutes : Amen I 32 7. Code by insirting in
third linn in lieu of the w. rds "within tweiitv-fou- r bocr af tr
such senteiiec," the wt r Is "within five days at.er snc'i sentence;
amend 5 olGi, Code 153 ', by striking out in tho Inst line lha
word "no" so ti:at it .shall tli'-- read, "iu such case, acc mitt
shall be taken of the time Wfirc that spent in the tusledy of
ibe contractor." In order to dear the subject of all dot;b', I
wiiuld'amcnd 317', Coda 1SS ', by iitseiting after the word

wae." in fourth line the words, "oa account of time lot
through illness or to defray expense, of medical attention, or for
any other causa except as herein speci.'ical y provided." If tho
cout actor is thus lunde chargeable with medical atttinti.jii and
los i.f time through sicLue.-j- , Lis own interest would recom-
mend humane treatinen'. I furthoi recommend that 3153,
Code 183 ), be so amended as to require the SherifT to deliver to
the Chancery-Cler- with duplicate receipt, etc., a mcmnr&uduiu
of the exact date on whi b the prisoner ehuil be entitled to at

discharge, and as to require him on that .la'e, or at auch other
a the pri.uueror any person for Lim shall pay to him lb bal-
ance found to be due ou tine end costs, to visit the convict camp
anl see that the discharge is made. Failure lo perform tLia
duty should be ma le a misdemeanor and punished as such.

One great evil of the laws in relation to county convicts arises
from the fact the coifs when imposed us a part of tbe sentence
are not fixed by the judg'mcrt of the court, but left to the r.dju-dicatio- n

of the Snerilfcr other tfiSct-- upon an ex parte examina-
tion, made frequently after the adjournment of the court. Some
of the wrongs of this practice will at once apjK-a-

r to you. Un
der g loOi, Code 1880, no witness who does not appear in court,
wheii called, or who is so much intoxicated ns to bo diwjnaliEed
from testifying, is entitled to prove his attendance and 1 btain a
certificate. 15 the same section witnesses in criminal rases are
given five days after tin; adjournment of c art in which to prova
their attendance. Bat at the expiration of the five dnv. the
prisoner may havo no opportunity to contest witnesses' right t?
prove attendance aud obtain e certificate, lieeauee under :3157,
Code 1S(), be is required to be delivered to the contractor w i h-i- n

twenty-fou- r hours after reutence unbss the fine and cost are
paid. The enormity of the w rong is patent. The pii.-onc- r i

required to pavjhe line and costs within twenty four hours after
senteace, notwithstanding it may lie practically impossible tjestimate the costs because .f the witnesses' failure to tirove
attendance until five days after the adj itmimciit of court. Tha
amendments necessary to remedy th'se evils and iucon:!en-ci- e

will at once occttr to the Iyeisturr. The law should be
repealed allowing five 1 ays after the adjournment of court to
prove attendance, and the Judge should be required to
by his judgment fix the tos'.s when he passes rentence. Under
the present rule the Judge may think ho is imposing a Ji'nt
sentence, while in fact when the costs are afterwards ascer-
tained it is found to be out of all proportion to the offense com
mitted. VV hen the eoMs are thus, ascertained the Lability of tbe
contractor is fixed at the same limo bcy nd controversy, and
instead of the boarsl of supervisors being force 1 to rts'.rt to a
suit on In b md in cr.re of default, the circuit clerk should,
on proper appliea-ion,1c- j to rrirefacia on this jud,;-me- at

for costs against, the iirlsjner wbicb i alto a iud 'meat
against the contractor.

p.oakd or ircLT.
The Board of Health has rendered important service duricg

the past two years in the .reservation of th public health, and
the prevention of the sjrcal of contagions diseases. About
784 case of small pox have been reported as occurring in the
State in 1882 and 1853, in the following counties, to-wi- De-Sot- o,

Panola, Bolivar, Coahoma. Pike, Taliahatcbie. LcSore,
Holmes, Man-en- , liankin. ashmp-ton-

, Copiah, Lowndes,
Wilkinson, Lauderdale, Clallwirue, Lincoln, Adams, Ncsheba,
Hinds, Monroe, Madison, Tunica, Noxubee, Hancock, Grenada
and Issaquena. At last reports the disease was confined to the
counties of Orenada, Wi.kmson, Claiborne and barren.

Th Brd of Ilea to assumetl control and have Lad I::"ee-tor- s
in the counties of D.S jto, Panola. Coahoma, Bolivar, Pike,

Tallahatchie, Leflore, Holmes. Warren and Claiborne.
Where an extersive out-brea- k cf the disease ha occurred, it

ba bren tbe rule to piace an inspector in charge and to employ
ccards, both on foot and mounted, when necessary tort ure ihe
isolation of cases. In other instances the Ciiief If- al b C'ftcsri
of counties have given the matter attention. Dlsinfacion h&

tv3 employed and vaccine vims has been furnished in sufficient
quantities to Tacciua e not only ti.ose directly ex t ocd, but alu
pers'ina within a considerable radius of the disease. Upward
of 37,000 points cf vaccine viru were procured and distributed,
enough to have secured a thorough vaccination cf tbe per.pl.

While the enftrcemeut of the measures of preveu'i.on baa
been necesarily attended with lerab.'a expense, I am of
the opinion that but f.r them this loathsome disease would r.ava
spread over a considerable portio-- i of our Slate, and Ltaa
attendel with not only grett b.of life, but also large pecuniary
lossss. At one time in fact i' was feared that ii would overleap
the barrier thrown around it, aid the greater portions cf tla
II issiaeippi-Yazo- o L'elia in our State weald become infected.

Quarantine was established against New O.-lea- and Ptn ta-
enia in 18s2, aad three stations put ia opera ion, en account of
the occurrence of ca?e3 cf yellow fever in tbe firmer city and
the existence of an epidemic cf the same disease in the latter.
A modified set of rales were c of cd against New Orleans, aa
the danger was not regarded as very great, bet the Board was
in readiness to make them more rigid if an epidemic had occur-
red there, which there waa reason to fear would be the cat.It was only a system of inspection, and was no bardihip or in-
convenience to public carriers passenger or shippers. T
only station established against Pensaoda was in Jackson countywhere there was danger of the introduction of the disease.

In 18S3, on account of the discontinuance of the inspectiea
service by the National Biard of Health, it was thought pra-de- nt

to establish an inspection station at Tort Adams, en tha
Mississippi river, anri inspect ail water crafts from below to be
sure they were free from infection. The expense of thi sorriec
was increased from the fact that outfits f.r the had to
be purchased. This property it on Lr.nd and could be used oa
fixture occasion?.

With the exception of sma'I-po- x and a few eases of yellow
fever in Jackwn there has not existed any disease from
which a serious epidemic was feared.

The following table wi!l show the expenditures endliTerent
ioub i for the years 1382 and 1353:

SMALL-PO-

Oat of special appr-.rriatic-
n, approvtiJ Jn-- 53. 3?- -

Oat of eeoeral a pproj.risr - - - " ' .7 i)
(BUI allowaj, lat ucpiitl, ia hiadt oi Gorena- -

Total..

(coyrrsri--
o- -

usefulneat sad public fuvor. Ia fame has gone abroad and ;
leciea.

many young men Irani other States gather here for instruction.
rbichLoder itt present eaiizbteoed management, and wtta iu their

facilities, tbe University ia prepared to thoroughly
equip our young men in almost every branch of knowledge. The

practical success of the University in preparing young teen The
Thethe duties and responsibilities of after life, it demonstrated

tbe rapidity with which ber graduates are accorded posiiioiu
trust and honor by a discriminating public.

During the session of 1831-'8- 2, there were in the Literary
Department, 202 ; ia tbe Law Department, 12. During the in

sea-io- n of 1SS2- - S3, there were in tha Literary Department,
; in the Law Department, 14. The present session opened

September last, and so far there are enrolled in the Literary
Department, 236 ; in tbe Law Department, 8.

Ia June, ISsS, the trustees opeued the doors of the University yeart
fima! es and 12 matricula'ed tbe following session. There
now 22 in at endunee, with tbe prospect of an increase in Up

number after January. baa uudergone been
exhaustive discussion, and has the endorsement of many old and ; it it
experienced educators. It is recommended bv the Teachers' I
Association of this State. Oar girls must be educated, aud if

Oxford, adequate provision should be made for their
accommodation. I very much question, however, if the
attendance of girls at this institution for many years would special
justify any large appropriation ia this direction. It can-
not be doubted that there is a large popular prejudice by
against the of the sexes, and it is to lie this

ioned if the same education would enable each to fulfill
missions in life so dissimilar. If the Slate ia to assume the obli-

gation
of

of educating the girls, would it not be better to establish East
female college at once thau to risk tbe costly experiment of co-

education
the

at Oxford?
The last Legislature appropriated ?5,000 for the repair sum

improvement of the University buildings. This sum the
been wisely expended and the comfort and appearance

the dormitories and other buildings has been much im which

proved. The law prohibiting the sale or giving away of intoxi-
cating

For

liquors withiu five miles of the University is working well, reports
the Chancellor recommends that it be continued in force.
University has a large aud costly building that was erected

an astronomical observatory, but it is unprovided with suita-
ble instruments. If it c.m be done without increasing the rate in

taxation, I would recommend a reasonable appropriation for March,
purchase of a suitable equipment. Street,

AGHICT'LTL'RAL AND VECBAXICAL COLLEGE. B.

In compliance with an act of Congress partially endowing
institution the Board of Trustees have submitted an exhaus-

tive report of its condition, and to it you are referred for a de-

tailed
work

statement of its workiugs during the past three years in
which it has been iu operation. This report is highly
gratifying and aff mis us reason for congratulation and encour-
agement.

The
The College has achieved remarkable success and To

promises to outstrip all competitors in its peculiar field of labor. To
From the very first session it has been largely attended and For

has ar many students as any similar institution in the couu-tr-

with perhaps so'lc few exceptions.
First year, there were 354 students ; 87 in college classes ; 2G7 Tha

preparatory department. Second year, there were 304 stu-

dents; From
from

150 in c dlegs clashes; 154 in preparatory department. From
Third year, there were 317 students; 143 in college classes ;

in preparatory department.'
The largo number of students in tho preparatory departments

bith here and at Oxford suggests tbat the great want of the Derived
educational interests of the State is free schools of a higher grade,

to the policy and feasibility of their establishment Tour
attention is respectfully invited. The College has received from The

State, in the aggregate 205,000. With this sum and
19,00-- donated by the citizens of Starkville, and the interest on yearland scrip fund, and $15,000 realized from the sale of bonds, And
authorized by a i act approve 1 March 7, 1882, tha Colleze has

supported for three years, and has acquired a property,
which, according o a recent inventory made by Messrs. W. L.
Ilcminjrway, M. L. Jenkins aud Mat Mahoruer. is worth 174.- - of
857, This inventory does not include recent purchases of cat-
tle, horses, books, chemical apparatus, etc.. amounting to

4,500.
This showing is highly creditable to the Board of Trustees, has

assures us that the large and growing interests confided to
their care will be judiciously managed. the

In the last three years the College has realised from the sale of
surplus produce of the farm and dairy $7,447.44. In a few

years it is hoped that enough will be derived from this source forth
the sale or thoroughbred cattle to defray at least one-hal- f

the expenses. - all
The students show little or no indisposition to labor, and

many of them defray the greater part of their expenses in this blind
way. The maximum rate of compensation is eight cents per ceived.
hour, There was paid out on account of student labor for the
years 1880-8- 1 85,442.29; 1881-- 82 4,607.97 ; 1832-- 83 6,417,-83- .

Total 16,468.00. It will be se?n that more labor was the
performed by students during the session of 1882-8- 3 than during
anv previous session. This Is encouraging as showing tbat the
manual labor ia not a mark of shame with the young men of
Mississippi. One of the advantages of the College is in this, still
that it dignifies labor. have

The military feature of tho College consumes little time and not
does not interfere with the prosecution of other studies. As a
means of discipline, it has considerable advantages. President for
Lee writes: "The discipline is firm but mild, and pervades
every department of the College in so far as the students are the
concerned. It is effective in the academic and industrial
departments alike, the student officers beiug generally the Under
foremen under tbe professors in charge of the work. It expe-ian- d

nites ami facilitates the workings of tbe College. Speaking vanced
the iucreasing demands upon the different Professors for among

agricultural information, Presiilent Lee correctly observes that
is a most encouraging feature, and adds: "It shows that

the College is meeting a long-fel- t want among our industrial
classes. e are furnisliing reliable information, from an of
official source, and of a character to advance our ma'erial inter-
ests. It is an official bureau of information. It shows the im-

portance of scientific and practical information combiued, and
places a higher estimate on education furnished by this College. pupils
Elt cation is not only power, but it ia confidence. Its posses--,
sors not only act with intelligence, but with the confidence inci-
dent to itb possession. The Professors of "

Biology, Chemistry, years
Agriculture and Horticulture give almcst as much of their time
to answering letters and giving information as they give in their and
different College duties. The correspondents want information
as to farming, care and growth of stock, equipment of farms.
manipulation of fertilizers, application of fertilizers, analysis of has
marls, water, soils, value, classification of grasses, etc.

The Chemist here is also the State Chemist, and is doing a with
most valuable work in the analysis of fertilizers and in furnish-

ing

of
formula for manipulation of compost heaps, where farmers the

tell what material they have on thair farms.
The act approved March 8, 1882, apportioning the students eyes

among the different couutie3 embarrasses the operations of the
College without in fact accomplishing tbe desired end. An the
examination of the table on page 15 of the trustee's report cases
shows the correctness of this last statement. The law is also
unnecessary, as the College is prepared to receive all students
who will likely apply for admission. I am pleased to state that and
the JJjaM ot trustees only de;ire at your hands a sumcient
appropriation for the support of the College for the next two
years, and their request in this behalf I cordially commend to
your careful consideration

AL.LaJK AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE. the
Dr. H. R. Revels resigned the Presideney of this institution

in July, 1882, and Prof. J. II. Burrus. of Tennessee, an experi-
enced educator, was elected and assumed eontrol in September
following. The attendance of pupils for the paat two years has the
been rather larger than heretofore, but is still email, only
averaging about one hundred a year. The pupils in attendance in
represent seventy-on- e counties; but more than half come from ia
from Claiborne, Jefferson and Madison. One great difficulty
the institution encounters is the broken and irregular attend-
ance of the pupils, but few going the entire session. There
have baen but three graduates since the college was founded. and
The faculty is composed of tbe President, two professors and
one tutor. Most of the students who are sufficiently advanced,
engage in teaching when they leave the college, and one-four- th

of those in attendance now, have taught at different times in tha
the public schoo's. The college ia practically a normal school
for the education of colored teachers, though agricultnre is
taught with some success, except that few student ever engage
seriously in farming. Nearly ail educated negroes are inclined
to teaching. The college owns a handsome property, consist-
ing of ample grounds, dormitories, chapel, dining halls, resi the
dences, ana otner fsome of these are in need of

1 bat .t . Qnable - . ifi' ftum for this
purpose,.

or tor the support of the eolleje. because of a luck nf
.uaw V' Jiiaaa au caumaic x would recOIDfflend thin rrm

n 1 ,Ka :mmi;.t . ;,, . - r t .... oflAsuatucitru, ,w luiuivuwra aiiiviaiuieat oi at l.cnuri r Anm.
roittee to visit the college and inspect and report upon its con-
dition. This will enable yon to act advisedly in making appro-
priations.

TOCGALOO CSTTKESTTT.

I take pleasure in reporting that this institution is in a highly
prosperous condition. The attendance of pupils Is larger than
at any previous time ia its history there being a total of 147

74 males and 73 females The school waa nevee n w11
equipped and officered. The managers and instructors number
thirteen, most of whom have been connected with the institution
for several years. The expense per month for board and
tuition is $10. After the pnpil has been in attendance...... , . .n l zt - i i" iuouio, ii iii) emQomg is goovi, ne ia allowed to
work to the amount of $3.00 to lessen his expenses. Al-- 1
most aii ot tne students avail themselves of this privilegeAbout 200 acres f land ara in cultivation. Most of tha
taoor is oone ov tae students. Ai JadufrII r--

I . i . I .11 , , . . - Ileuueni nas recently oeen aaaea to toe corps of instructors. A
j blacksmith shop ha been ia operation for tome time and throughDr. I laygood, the institution is receiving from the "Slater
Fund" enoosh ta establish a caroenter hon , . .t, .t. !

These and other shops wiil be added, also brick and z !

whan the means ara aeeured. Ia the hense, tha girls trt

deserve the generous ol tue siaiet wcera
schools are in operation.

school build tog are valued at .. . sse.ooo 00

farm, with builuiug are valued at.... U.A00 00
ktoek aad vehicle are valued at 3,500 00

Ttal ?5l,000 00

The classes in the Normal Department are annually increasing
size, and nearly all the graduates make teaching their busi-tes- s.

The entire management of the institution is eminently prac-
tical, and I earnestly recommend tbat the appropriation of
53J0J.O0 f r each of the years 1352, 1553, be coutinued for the

1S34, 1555.

STATE XOEMAL SCHOOL.

tj this date, no reporj from tba Stare Normal School lias
received. I am assured bv private advices, however, that

iu a prosperous condition, a'nd ia ably fulfilling its mission.
recommend the customary appropriation f r ita support.

LUNATIC A9TLUM.

There it liltlu in the affairs of this institution which call for
remark. It has been efficiently administered by ibo

distinguished physiciau ia charge within the appropriation mado
law for i's support. The death roll has been rather larger

last year than usual, owing, it is thought, to tbe over-
crowded condition of the building, and an insufficient supply

water during the summer months. Tho ooniple-lio- of th
Mississippi Insane Asylum will enable this one to reduce

number of patients by ordinary discharge witbii. tho num-
ber that can lie conveniently accommodated, and a reasonable)

should be included in the usual appropriation to increase
present supply of fresh water, an abundance of which is a

necessity in all well regulated Insane Asylums. Thus the causes
combined to increase the death rate will be removed.
details you are referred to tho able and comprehensive
of the Medical Superintendent and Board of Trustee?.

KAST MtMISiUFPI INSA5R ASYLUM.

Under the provisions of Sac. 2 of an act entitled "An act pro-Tidi-

for the erection of an additional Asylum for the Insane
the State of Mississippi, and for other purposes," approved

8, 188J, I appointed on March 20, 1882, Messr. II. M.
Dr, J. F. Moore, Jas. F. Gresham, A. J. Ervin aud S.

Rich, as commissioners to select a site, contract for and super-
vise the construction of the "East Mississippi Insane Asy-
lum." Their report of the expenditures and progress of the

is herewith submitted and commended te your favorable
consideration.

ISSTITCTB FOR TIIK FLIXD.

jtnre of 1SJ2 appropriated for tht completion of this
Aavlnrn $10,54tl 80

apply heating appxratua, purchase furniture, etc eto. 15,270 00
defray transportation of pupil .... 250 00
support during the ytart 13,000 00

Total .$44,066 80
Board of Trustee alo derived, in additieo to tha foregoing,

the Johnson ISenefit Fund $ 2.838 !S
the 6rst payment on old Institute 2,040 00
tale of turpin property 441 75

Total 3 5,830 06

Appropriated ly the Leeislatarc $44,066 80
from other nnirces 5,330 00

Grand total from all sources- - t49,395 80
total amount expended on acount of this institution for

balanceon buildius, improvement of Rrounda, heating ap-
paratus furniture, drainage, fencing, aupporl, etc., for the

1832, waa $37,576 13
for the year 1S1. 11,79 J 07

Total $19,30') 80

The entire'eost of the present establishment, improvements
every description, furniture, etc., etc , including tho 15,0

appropriated and expended iu 1S.30-'8- 1 is 846,119.80-Th- e

building was completed in September, 1882, and posses-
sion taken the October following. Since that date everything

been working to the entire satisfaction of the Board of
Trustees, aud nothing has developed worthy of mention except

singular reluctance of parents and others to avail themselves
the advantages of the institution. Circulars have been dis-

tributed under the direc'.ions of the Board of Trustees setting
the generous provision tmide by the State for the care and

education of the bond, and so far ascouTd be ascertained, near-
ly the faaailies in which these blind children are have been Writ-
ten to, and yet out of an estimated number of one thousand

children in the S'ate only thirty-on- e have been so far re
This is unfortunate for the State and for these afflicted

children, and it is to bo hoped that the e (Torts of the Bard of
Trustees will be yet successful in securing a number equtl to

full capacity of the buildings.
For details not given here you are referred to the report of

B:iard of Trustees. With reference to their call for an
additional appropriation of 5,000.00 to finish the building ami

further improve tbe grounds, I can only emphasize what I
elsewhere stated that the burdens of government should

be increased, that public charities might be made more
attractive. Mississippi has provided with unexampled liberality

all her afflicted citizens, and I do not recognize any fur-

ther duty on her part in this behalf except tbe maintainance of
institution already established, which includes ot course pro-

vision, and such repairs as may be necessary from time to time,
the experienced care and superintendence of Dr. Langlcy

bis able corps of assistants the pupils have rapidly ad- -

in their studies and the Asvlum has taken first rank
the charitable institutions of the country.

issTrrimox for the deaf and dumb.
The ooject of this institution enlists tbe tenderest sympathies
humanity, aud should continue to receive the generous and

unstinted support of the State. Under the wise and intelligent
management of Mr. J. R. Dobyns, who continues in charge, the
institution ha? attained unusual and extraordinary success. The

have made rapid advances and can communicate their
thoughts with readiness and facility by signs and in writing.
Articulation instruction has been introduced within the last two

with gratifying success. The last Legislature wisely ap-
propriated $1250.00 for the purchase of a printing press, typa

fixtures for a printing office, and carpenter's and shoe
maker's tools for the use and instruction of pupils in these
occupations. The pupils delight in the work and their progrtss

been marked. Type eetiing is peculiarly adapted to tbe
condition of these unfortunates, for besides furnishing them

agreeable and profitable trade, it also instructs in the art
composition. As early as practicable I would recommend
employment of cxper.s in printing and cabinet work. The

moral training of the pupils has not been neglected, and their
have been opened to the beauties and mysteries of religion.

The sanitary condition of the institution is perfect. Within
past two years there have been no deaths, and only two

of serious illness.
The number of pupils continues to increase. There were in

attendance i(fl882,57 whites and 15 colored; in 1533, 66 white
15 colored.

The last Legislature appropriated $3000.00 for the ereotien of
buildings on the lands adjacent to the city of Jackson, in tba
possession of the Board of Trustees, suitable for the aceom mo- -

ua.iou.j-- -: care and instruction of the colored deaf mutes. A
desirable site was secured and necessary buildings erected, within

appropriation, for that purpose, and I am pleased to report
that the care and instruction of the colored deaf mutes La re-

ceived proper and impartial attention.
The sum appropriated by the Legislature for the extension ef

present es ablishment baa been judiciously expended by tha
Board of Trustees in the purchase of additional grounds and

the erection of a handsome and comnr.odioua building which
used as a chapel and recitation room. .

By rigid econorny the appropriation for tha capport of the
institution has been made to suffice for lha of current
expenses and to meet the deficit of $1700.00 for the year 1&S1

1S82. ........
The Trustees of this institution have been watchful of tha

State's interests, and their recommendations should receive care-
ful consideration, but I would impress upon J.b Legislature,

importance and even necessity of rigid economy in the de-

partments. Indispensable repairs should ba provided for, but
other improvements should be postponed.

PEXnXNTTABT.

On the first day of January, 1834, there wera in eharze of
Lessees of tbe Penitentiary 771 convicts, of which 696 are

colored, 74 are white, and 1 Indian. During tba last twa years
commencing Jannary 1, 1882, and ending December 1, 1883,
218 have died, 118 have escaped, and 25 have been recaptured.
During tha two years preceding those last named, out of a total

876 convict. 122 died. 136 escaped, and 25 were recaptured--
The number of cenvijts received in 1882, was 408; ia 183,
293. The number of eonvicts br crimes against person is 548 ;

against property, 223. Tha aumber discharged in 1S82 was

219; in 1883, 144.
Under section 2 of an Act approved January 31, 1877, 1 haTe

approved during the past two years contract made by the

Superintendent of the Penitentiary for necessary repairs which

aggregate $7,717,73. This sum was credited on the lease for
1882. and the balance of $33,944,33 due on said lease was, under

my direction, paid into tho treasury where it now awaits your
disposition. Section 3 of the act aforesaid provides that "aaid
amounts of hire due the State shall not be expended and appro-

priated for any purpose whatever, except as herein described
the Penitentiary. I earnestly

recommend that this section be immediately repealed. The

authority conferred is too great. It give the Governor and

Superintendent of the Penitentiary the oncondiuonal disposal,
according to their discretion, of C39,420,00 yearly- - Under their
contract, the Lessees claim the right, and the claim u sustained
by the Attorney-Genera- l to whom I submitted the question, of
working ail convicts, without regaro w ine terra m ineir inr
nrisotiment. outside tha walls of the Penitentiary. If this be
lra ther no nae of ny exteiieive improrenjenta daring
tha conttn-aan- c of the present leasa, and another' reason 1 fvr--
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All will agree that taxatioa must not lie increased. Missis-

sippi must take no backward step in tbe policy of economy, re-

trenchment and reform happily inaugurated in 1876. It ia

proper for the Legislature to understand, then, that appropria-
tions cannot be made on the magnificent scale of 1882. The most
rigid economy must prevail in all the departments of the Gov
eminent. Public charities thould he adequately supported, but

-- namcntal improvement!, addition! and extension thould bs
postponed. Ou the Itt of January, 1S82, there was a cash bal
anCo of 545,10(3.23 in the Treasury. On the 1st day of Janu-

ary, 1,M, thit balance it reduced to $168,99.60. Ii must also be
remembered that during the yeart 18Si and 1853 the State had
Murrct of revenue which have been exhausted and will not be
available for tbe year 1834 and 1355. Tort) fact emphasize
tht aba dut n?etity for the ntmott economy and frugality in
all department contisteut with the efficient adminittration of
lha lievernmenf. The expenditure for 188S amounted in tbe
aggregate to t36,499.9J. I am convinced that if the appropri
ationt fortheyeirt 1853 and 153 1 exceed 1700,000 annually
that it will result in creating a deficit, unlet the rate of taxa-
tion ia increased, which thould not be dona.

ASMKasMRJT AXD COLLEmOII OF TAXES.

Ia the paat much evil ha resulted from frequent change ia
the law tor the assessment and collection of taxe.

An examination of the report of the decision of the Su-

preme Court on many question arising from these chang e in
the decade from 1870 to 1880, will ditclote some of the evil
remiUiiii from them. It it particularly important that tability
ah on Id rharae'eriie the on tbi important tuhjert in
which all are o much concerned. I trnst no radical alteration
will be made.

I have reason to believe that much of the land which i

bought of the United State, continues to escape taxation, be-taa- a

the sheriff it not advised of the sale, and I therefore
recommend that the Auditor of Public Aecoa.it be required to
proenre of the Register of United Sate Land 02 at sated
period, list of turh cale and of all hornet lead entries upon
waif h final proof hat been made, and transmit the same to the
the riff, who hall assess and collect the Uxea thereon as ia
ee of land left unaed. If tbi lugtestion i approved by
the Legitlature, an adequaU provision thould be made for tba
einpentation of the extra force required to earry it inte

execution.
evenci: AOOT.

General Wirt Adam. Ttvenue Agent, has been diligent in

lie dicharg of tha delicate and responsible dutiea of tit office,
and hi laHhra have resulted in the collection of nearly all turn
improperly withheld from the r3tate and countiea. Hi annual

report to the Auditor fbr the yJar 1883 and 1583 thow hi

te e been frr the year 18. I29.134.M; for the


